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Special Healthcare Awards edition!

By DEBBI MOORE
GLCCC CEO/President

Somewhat exhausted by 
all the decorating, I stepped 
back and looked around 
my house at the glistening 
Christmas trees, each rotat-
ing to the rhythm of  the holi-
day music playing.  With the 
reflection of  the lights on the 
ornaments, I was suddenly 
reminded of  the true magic 
of  the season. For the last 25 
years or so, I have collected 
Santas. From the smallest 
of  ornaments to a life-size 
Santa that greets people in 
our entryway, my fascination 
with the “jolly ole fellow” has 
brought to me the true joy of  
the season. And, especially 
this year, I chose to deco-

rate the entire house even 
if  I knew there wouldn’t be 
guests to enjoy it in person. 
I was determined to find the 
“magic” of  the season.

In preparation for this ar-
ticle, I reread the December 
articles what I had written 

over the last couple of  years. 
What changes have taken 
place! As most of  you know, 
tremendous loss found me in 
my life the latter part of  2018, 
and as I wrote in December 
of  that year, “…my loss has 
given way to my struggling to 
find that ‘Magic of  the Sea-
son’ for this year…”  Amaz-
ingly, I somehow found my 
pathway through that first 
holiday season, and last year 
the second.

As we welcomed 2020 into 
our lives, we never dreamed 
the journey this year would 
bring us. There were, and 
often continue to be, mo-
ments when the grief  of  loss 
in so many areas of  my life 
overwhelm me and I find 

myself  struggling to see 
any “magic” in this holiday 
season. The element of  the 
unknown of  COVID and 
its impact on us personally 
and our community has 
caused us to be fearful, sad 
and facing the future with 
trepidation. However, we, 
individually and collectively, 
have faced this pandemic 
with courage, resolve and 
tenacity.

Throughout this year we 
have grieved the loss of  loved 
ones and the normalcy of  life 
itself.  I miss seeing people 
smile, hugs and personal in-
teraction. Wearing our masks 
has caused me to remember 
how my mother told me I 
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RELIEF FROM JOINT PAIN STARTS HERE.

Before you decide on surgery, discuss treatment options with your doctor. Understanding the risks and benefits of each treatment can help you 
make the best decision for your individual situation. Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of any surgical 
procedure or treatment.

If joint pain or stiffness is keeping you from doing the things you love, we can help you get back to your active life. 
MountainView Regional Medical Center is the only hospital in Las Cruces to offer a full range of services for joint pain 
relief, including advanced robotic-assisted knee and hip replacements. To find out more about treatment options 
that may be right for you, attend one of our free joint pain seminars.

Learn more about joint pain treatment options at bit.ly/MountainViewOrthopedics.
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talked with my eyes. She knew my moods 
— happy, sad, angry, confused — all by 
looking at my eyes.  I have become more 
aware of  that this year. My goal is to 
smile and show kindness with my eyes.

Balancing this new work and business 
environment with the virus is the biggest 
challenge we face. Safety in the work-
place is foremost. Businesses are going 
above and beyond the requirements 
established by our State Public Health 
Orders. The goal is to provide a safe envi-
ronment for their employees and custom-
ers. The health and safety of  our citizens 

is at the forefront of  all decisions made. 
To achieve this, we must remain diligent 
on remaining at home as much as we 
can, respect social distancing, wear a 
mask out in public and wash our hands.

Several years ago, we launched the 
slogan “LasCrucesStrong.” This was 
not as a slogan for the Chamber, but 
rather a community slogan that simply 
meant our community is ready to work 
together no matter what comes our way. 
Over the past months, I’ve seen many, 
many communities around the nation 
adding the word “strong” to the name 
of  their community. I’m proud of  how 

our community embodies that strength 
during this time.  Strong and strength 
can be defined as many things, but this 
is how I’ve seen this strength exhibited 
over the past months. The strength that 
is shown as our restaurants provide 
lunches for our children and food items 
to our most vulnerable citizens. Strength 
exhibited as many donated dollars to 
non-profits to give to those who needed 
financial assistance and volunteering to 
deliver meals to our seniors. Over and 
over we see our community support our 
local restaurants and small businesses. 
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FROM THE CHAIR

Grateful to serve the Chamber

SABRINA
MARTIN

Chairman of the Board
Greater Las Cruces 

Chamber of Commerce

As we come to the end of  the year, 
I have been able to reflect back and 
recognize countless blessings that 
have often been overlooked through 
the stress and uncertainties we have 
all faced. While being the Chair of  
the Greater Las Cruces Chamber of  
Commerce during 2020 was far from 
what I expected, I am honored to have 
played a small role in an organization 
that has been so influential during this 
unimaginable year. The strength and 
collaboration of  the Chamber’s staff, 
board and membership has been heart-
warming and impactful during time 
of  great strain on the community. We 
have collectively advocated for all busi-
ness, while always keeping focus on 
our community health and safety. We 
have played pivotal roles in distributing 
supplies and grants to businesses. And 
most importantly, we have helped sup-
port our sense of  community, always 
being there with resources and an ear 
as to how we can face every new chal-
lenge, together.

I have definitely missed the tradi-
tional face-to-face interactions and abil-

ity to catch up during luncheons and 
other events. I look forward to continu-
ing my engagement at all levels with 
the Chamber activities and hope to see 
everyone in person, as soon as possible. 
I would like to thank the tremendous 
Board and the volunteers who have 
served our mission with great passion 
and responsibility this year. A group 
of  individuals who have not received 
a lot of  recognition this year with the 
absence of  ribbon cuttings and other 
events, are our Goodwill Ambassadors. 
The Chamber would not be where we 
are today without this group’s hun-
dreds of  volunteer hours every year. 
The Chamber is headed into this next 
year stronger than ever with extremely 
productive strategic planning sessions 
and collaborations, so that we are ready 
to support our business community 
through recovery and rebuilding.

I am excited to take the role as Past-
Chair under the leadership of  our 2021 
Chair, Jed Fanning, President and CEO 
of  Citizens Bank. We are so fortunate 
to have Jed on our Board and beyond 
blessed that he has volunteered to take 

the lead this 
next year. His 
calm, yet confi-
dent leadership 
approach is 
exactly what we 
all need going 
into 2021. If  you 
don’t already 
know Jed, I am 
positive that 
you will enjoy 
getting to know 
him as he is 
truly what my 
family would 
describe as a 
“good human”.

Speaking of  family, I can’t end my 
last piece without thanking my family, 
both at home and at work for support-
ing me and allowing me the time to 
dedicate to the Chamber this year. It 
has truly been a great experience that I 
am honored to have had. I hope every-
one reading this stays healthy and has a 
truly wonderful holiday season. Cheers 
to 2021!!!
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COMPASSION
AWARD

MOUNTAINVIEW
REGIONAL MEDICAL

CENTER

Intensive
Care Unit

EMERGING
LEADER AWARD

ADVANCED CARE
HOSPITAL OF

SOUTHERN NEW
MEXICO

Taylor
Garrison

IMPACT
AWARD

MOUNTAINVIEW
MEDICAL GROUP

Amy
Carter

INNOVATION
AWARD

ELECTRONIC
CAREGIVER

Dr. David
Keeley

MAYOR'S 
 LEGACY AWARD

MOUNTAINVIEW
REGIONAL

MEDICAL CENTER

William
Baker, DO

TEAMWORK
AWARD

ELECTRONIC
CAREGIVER

Electronic
Caregiver - 

D3 Innovation

Strength in watching our teachers 
adapt to a new way of  teaching their 
students and parents evolving as 
teachers as well.

And so here we are, close to the end 
of  this year and the holiday season. 
Will the holidays be different this 
year? Yes, they will. Even in the midst 
of  hard times, I suppose we all can 
find the “Santa Magic,” that magical 
feeling which somehow energizes us 
and keeps us going. Throughout the 
years, I’ve been asked many times, 
“Why Santas?” …well, it’s simple. It 
indeed is the magic that this bearded, 
red-suited gentleman brings to the 
world.  For a brief  season in time 
every year, the magic replaces the 
negativity, pessimism and sadness 
with positivity, optimism and joy.  

Perhaps this year, more than ever, 
these five simple elements of  this 
“magic” are even more relevant and 
powerful. The “virtual” part of  our 
celebrations this year is something 
new, I continue to believe the “magic” 
can transcend any virtual platform. 
Elements of  Magic: Magic of  Mak-
ing a Difference; Magic of  Friends 
and Family; Magic of  Food; Magic of  
Shopping and Magic of  Laughter.

Being strong. Being kind. Being giv-
ing. Being supportive. Being available. 
Being a community. Perhaps in the 
scheme of  things, we should simply 
say “#lccommunitystrong.” I for one 
have no doubts the strength of  com-
munity is just that, our community. 
Our wonderful, special community 
which, while we often have differ-
ences, comes together to overcome. 

Together we will turn challenges into 
opportunities. Together we will all 
find the new normal. The key is that 
we will do this…TOGETHER! 

Am I “over the top” for the holi-
day, Santa, ribbons, bows and all the 
colors they bring?  You bet I am! The 
sounds, the sights and the colors all 
come together to create the “Magic of  
the Season.” It’s my tradition that as 
the season concludes for another year, 
I keep a Santa out all year, a simple 
gesture to remind me that the magic 
of  Santa can be year-round, if  we only 
believe. In my version of  those fa-
mous words, “Yes, my friends, there is 
a Santa Claus. Enjoy the magic of  the 
season.” #LASCRUCESSTRONG

To wrap up this year, I want to take 
a few moments to thank our chair, 
Sabrina Martin, for her leadership.  
While the year began in a normal 
way for the Chamber, with events 
and activities, the year took a sharp 
turn at the end of  the first quarter. As 
CEO of  the Rehabilitation Hospital 
of  Southern NM, she has not been 
a leader for the Chamber, but also 
within the healthcare community 
both locally and statewide. My words 
to her: “Sabrina, Thank you for your 
expertise, leadership and profes-
sionalism as you’ve lead the Board of  
Directors and the Chamber through 
this most unusual of  years. You repre-
sent all that’s good, kind and caring in 
healthcare and in business. While you 
weren’t able to host all the Chamber 
events and activities, you shared with 
us by your example how to lead with 
grace through unprecedented times. 
Thank You!”

The Las Cruces Bulletin extends its heartiest 
Thank You to all of the healthcare professionals 

in Doña Ana County. And congratulations to 
all the nominees and winners of this year’s 

Healthcare Awards!

Congratulations!
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SHOP SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO

SHOP LOCAL
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER


